IOT'O3AITAZJEH YHUBEPCHUTET ,HEO®UT PUJIICKH*

CTAHOBUIIE

ot ripod. 1.H. Bacun Mapkos, FO3VY ,,Heodut Puicku®, unen Ha HAy4YHOTO
JKYpH, 10 KOHKYpPCa 32 3a€MAaHE Ha aKaJIEMUYHATA UIBKHOCT ,,JIOLIEHT B
[Ipodecuonanno Hanpasnenue: 2.2. Uctopus u apxeosorus (Ctapa ucropus),
obsiseH ot FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®, B [IppkaBen BecTHHK, Op. 63/01.08.2025 T.
OmHOCHO: HaAYYHaAmMa, HAYYHO-NPUTLOHCHAMA U NPOPECUOHATHO-AKAOEMUYHAMA

OelHocm U NPoOYKYuUsl, Npeocmasera om y4yacmHuyume 8 KOHKypca

EnuncTBeH y4yacTHMK B OOSIBEHHS KOHKYpC 3a ,JIOLCHT € TJI. ac. J-p
Anexcanasp Casos [loprasicku.

I'n. ac. n-p Anexcanabp [loprancku e 3aBbpiiun ucropusi B Coduiickus
yHuBepcuteT ,,Knument Oxpuacku npe3 1995 roamnHa, cbC crielHaIn3aniys
Crapa uctopusi, naneodankanuctuka u tpakosjorus. Ot 2008 go 2010 roguna e
JOKTOpaHT Ha camocTosATeNnHa nmoarotopka B FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®. JlokTop €
1o ctapa uctopus u Tpakosorus B [Ipodecuonanno nanpasnenue 2.2. Vctopus
1 apXeoJIOTHsl.

[Ipe3 1999 romumna e cneumanusupan I pblLKKA €3UK U KydATypa™“ B
AtuHckus yHuepcuteT, P. I'spums. [Ipe3 2003 roaunHa € cnenuanu3upal Io
Temara ,,[[pexoa oT 6poH30BaTa KbM KeJsI3HATa ernoxa B 3anagHa AHaTOIUs B
VYuusepcurer ,,Ilapuc Jlogpon*, 3andypr, P. ABcTtpus.

[Ipe3 2021 roanna € 3aBBpIIMI MarucTbpcka nporpama ,,Hymusmaruka.
Excnieptusa u oreHka Ha KyJnTypHO-uctopudecku nennoctu™ B FO3Y Heodut
Puncku‘ u nputexaBa KBaIUPUKALUITA ,,eKCIIEPT-OLEHUTEN .

Ot 1995 r. 1o 2025 roarHa nociie10BaTeIHO € ACUCTEHT, CTAPIIN ACUCTEHT
u TiaBeH acucTeHT B FOroszamamuus yHuBepcuteT ,Heoput Puncku“. B

IOrozanagnus yHuBepcuter 1. ac. O-p Anexkcanasp I[loprancku mpenonmasa



mucuummaute Mcropust Ha Crapus cBar, Kyntypa Ha JlpeBHa HOroumsrouna
EBpomna, Kynrypa na [lpeBHa I'spuus, Jlumms - Hemo3HataTa Manoasuicka
umrnepusi, Tpakonorusi, BbBenenue B MKOHOMHUKaTa U ieMorpadusita Ha APEBHUS
CBSAT H JIp.

[To mporpamara ,,Epa3pm+*‘ uere nekiuu B Y HUBECHUTET ,,J{0Ky3 €U0 B
Wzmup, Typrus (2019 r.), Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, Pymbaus (2019
r.), u Recep Tayyip Erdogan University, Puze, Typmus (2022 r.).

[To3naBam kosnerara ri. ac. I-p Anekcanabp [lopTajicku KaTo BIBXHOBEH,
M MHOI'O yCHEUIEH TEPEHEH H3CJEN0BaTeNl Ha APEBHUTE KylTypu B bankano-
AHATOJIMKCKUS PETUOH, B KAYECTBOTO MY Ha wieH Ha M3ciienoBaTeCKus LIEHTHP
,,fOromzrouna EBpona u Mana Azust — cpenuiie 1 KpbCTOIIbT HAa IIUBUIIM3AIUN ",
KAKTO U Ha YHHUBEPCUTETCKUS HAYYHO-U3CIEAOBATEIICKM LIEHTHP 3a JPEBHU
EBPOIEHCKA U H3TOYHO-CpeAM3eMHOMOpPCKH KyaTypu npu O3V Heodwut
Puncku®.

J-p [oprasncku Bnajsee cBOOOHO aHTIIMHCKH, PYCKU U HEMCKH €3HK.

KannunatsT 3a goueHt, ri. ac. A-p Anekcanabp Iloprancku, mokpua
Harmmonanaute MUHUMATHM W3MCKBAHUS M MUHUMAJIHHUTE YHHBEPCUTETCKUTE
msuckBanus Ha IO3Y ,Heodur Puncku“ 3a pouent B Ilpodecuonanno
HarpasiieHue 2.2. Victopus u apxeonorus.

I'n. ac. n-p Anexcanawp I[loprasicku ydacTtBa B KOHKypca 3a , JOLEHT
00110 ¢ 31 HayyHU MyOJIUKAIUU: C TyOJUKYBaH XaOUITUTAIMOHEH TPY, HAy4YHa
MoHorpadus: ,,bankano-anaronuiickata oOImHOCT B JApeBHocTTa®, W3,
[TpoBuac, Codus 2025, ISBN 978-619-92562-7-5, kakTo u C omle eaHa HaydyHa
MoHorpadus - ,JIUIug U TPBUKUAT CBAT — KYJITYPHO-UCTOPUYECKU BPB3KH H
B3aUMOJICMCTBUSA Mpe3 mbpBata nojioBuHa Ha [ xwi. np.Xp.“, M3n. IIpoBuac,
Codus 2025, ISBN 978-619-92562-6-8, koaro e nmybnukyBaHa Ha 0a3aTa Ha
3alllUTeHaTa My IOKTOPCKa AUCEPTALIUSL.

KanaumatsT ydacTBa B KOHKypca ChIIO ¢ 29 HAyYyHU CTyIWU U CTATHH,

myOJMMKyBaHM Ha OBITapCKH, aHTJIMACKH, HEMCKU U pyckd e3uk. OT TaX emaHa



CTYIUS U €[Ha CTaTus ca MyOJIMKYBaHU B pepepupaHy U UHJIEKCUPAHU U3TaHUS
Ha SCOPUS, a octananute ca B HepedepupaHu U3JaHUs C HAYYHO PEIiCH3UpaHe.

XaOWIUTAIIMOHHUAT Tpyd Ha M. ac. a-p Aunekcanabp I[loprancku
,,DaJIKaHO-aHATOJIMIICKaTa OOIIHOCT B APEBHOCTTA™ € CTPYKTYpUPaAH B MPOJIOT, 5
[JIaBU, EMWIOr W W3I0J3BaHa JuTepaTypa. B mpojora aBTOPBT € MOCTaBUII
Hay4yHaTa 3HAYMMOCT Ha M3CJeIBaHus MPoOIeM, MapKUpas € HAYYHUTE TUPEHHUS,
Ype3 KOUTO € CTUTHAI JO HEro, KAKTO M € ONPEAENIHSI OCHOBHU 3aJ1a4, KOUTO
CTOSIT IPEJ U3CIEIBAHETO.

B nbpBa rnasa ,,.B TbpceHe Ha 00MIHOCTTA™ aBTOPBT € NPEJIOKNI aHATHU3
Ha Je(pUHUPAHETO HA MOHATHETO ,MCTOopuyecka oOwmHOCT . Omnpenenun e
KyJITYpHO-UCTOPUYECKATAa 3HAYMMOCT Ha IMOHATHETO ,.ballkaHO-aHAaTOIUICKa
OOILIHOCT®, KaTo € XapakTepu3upayi 00XBara U BbB BPEMETO U MPOCTPAHCTBOTO,
KAKTO U HEMHUTE CTOMAHCKU, COUAIIHU U KYJITYPHHU YEPTH.

Bropa rnasa e onacnoseHa ,,II[pupoaHara cpena B banikano-aHaTonuiickara
obmHuoct®. B Hes n-p [lopTasncku € aHanu3upall posisitTa Ha TPUPOTHUAT (HaKTOp
3a ¢opMupaneTo U GyHKIHOHUPaHETO HAa bankaHo-aHaTonuiickaTa OOUTHOCT B
IPEBHOCTTA. AKLUEHTHpPAT € BbpXY MHOrooOpa3ueTro Ha KIMMaTUYHUTE 30HU B
U3CIIEIBaHUsl PETHOH, KaTO MPEANOCTABKA 32 CEPUO3HOTO HUBO Ha Pa3BUTHUE HA
TBPrOBUATA B U3CJECIABAHUS PETMOH. B ChIIUS KOHTEKCT ca U3CIEABAHU U TPUTE
OCHOBHHM BH/JIa MbTHILIA — MOPCKH, PEUHH U CYXO3EMHH, KAKTO U CBBP3aHUTE C TAX
TPAHCIIOPTHU CpeACTBa. AHaJM3MpaHa € U poJisAiTa Ha MPUPOJO-TeorpadCckust
(akTop 3a BB3HMKBAHETO M (YHKIMOHUPAHETO HA TMOCEIUIIHHUS »KUBOT B
bankaHo-aHAaTONMIICKUSI PETHOH, BKIIOUUTEIHO M JAEMOTpaCKUTE acleKTH Ha
npobsema. 3a OpUTrHHAJIEH MPUHOC TYK HAMUPaM aHAJIU3bT HA aBTOpA 3a POJIATa
Ha MajapusTa 0 OTHOIIEHHE Ha TonorpadusiTa U ABMKEHUETO Ha I'’bCTOTATA Ha
HACEJIEHUETO OT aHTUYHUTE CEUIIA B U3CIIEABAHUS PETHUOH.

Tpera rnaBa e mocBereHa Ha ,JIkoHoMuueckaTa 0a3a Ha bankaHo-
aHaToJMiickaTa OOIIHOCT®. B Hes aBTOpBT € pasriefal CTOMAHCKaTa M

conuaja”Harta (I)yHKI_II/IH Ha O#Koca B MOJIMCHUTE M B €THOCHUTE AbpPiKaBU OT



bankaHo-aHAaTOMUNCKUSI PETUOH, KATO OCHOBA 3a Pa3BUTUETO HA ThPrOBUSTA B
JIPEBHOCTTA TYK, U ChOTBETHO Hall-paHHATa MOsiBA HA MOHETOCEYEHETO B Ta3M
yacT Ha Ctapus CBST.

B getBBpTa TNaBa ,,A30y4HaTa MUCMEHOCT — APYT heHOMeH Ha bankaHo-
aHaTosmickaTa oourHoct* 1-p [opTasicku e u3cneaBan nosgBaTa Ha ChIIUHCKUTE
a30yku B paMmkuTe Ha baikaHo-aHaronuiickara OOIIHOCT, C BOZAEIIATa POJIs Ha
rpblKaTa a30yka Mo OTHOIIEHHWE HA Ch3aBAHETO HA €UH OOIll MEXIyHApPOICH
€3MK B U3CJIEABAHUS PETHUOH.

[lera rnaBa e oHacioBeHa ,,Bsipata B bankano-anaronuiickata 0OITHOCT®.
Tyk aBTOPHT € NpPEACTaBUI OOIIUTE PEIUTHO3HHM W MUTOJOTMYHU YEPTH B
bankano-anaronuiickata OOIIHOCT, CBBP3aHH C KyJITa KbM KOCMHYECKaTa
IJIAHWHA, KaTO YHUBEPCAJIEH MHUTOJIOTMYEH CHUMBOJ, M KyIThT KbM Benukara
OoruHsi-Maiika. AKIIEHT € TIOCTaBeH BhPXY KYJITOBUTE MECTa, TOMIOCUTE HA BSIpa,
MPOIECUTE, CBBP3aHU C MPEBPHIIAHETO MM B aAPXUTEKTYPHU CBETUIIUIIA.
CnoziensaM HaITbJIHO T€3aTa Ha aBTOPA, Y€ KOJIKOTO MO-BUCOKO € €THO CBETUJIUIIIE,
T.€. MO-OJIM3KO 0 BbpXa Ha KOCMUYECKaTa IUIaHMHA, TOJIKOBA TO € IMO-CBATO.
OnpeneneHo MPUHOCEH MOMEHT BHXJaM W B JUCKYyCHsITa 3a MPOU3XOJa Ha
norpedaIHUTe MOTHIIM M CUMBOJIMKATa UM KaTO CBEIICH XbJIM, CHMBOJIU3HUPAII] U
ocurypspar 6e3cMbpTHE.

C enunora aBTOPBT € JAajl 3aBbPUIEHOCT HAa MOHOTPa(UUHOTO CH
u3ciieIBaHe, 0000IaBaliki M3BEICHUTE B U3JIOKEHUETO TE3MU.

Knaurara npurexaBa 3a0enexurenHa Oubmuorpadus mo wu3cieBaHaTa
npobyieMaTuka, ChIbpxkaiia noeue ot 220 3arnaBusi Ha OBIATAPCKHU, AHTJITUNCKH,
HEMCKU U JPYTHU €3ULN.

OCHOBHMAT HaydeH MPUHOC Ha XaOWIMTAIMOHHUST TPyd Ha JI-p Al
[Toprancu HamupaM B apryMeHTHMpaHaTa U yCHellHaTa 3allliTa Ha Te3aTa My 3a
CTOTIAHCKUTE, OOIIECCTBEHO-TIOJUTUYECKUTE U KYJITYpHUTE CIHEUU(PUKH Ha
bankaHno-anaronuiickata OOIIHOCT B JPEBHOCTTA, B TJIOOATHUSAT MY IMOTJE IO

OTHOIIIEHHE Ha (opmMupaHeTo, OUTYBaHETO Ha OOIIHOCTTa BBB BPEMETO H



IIPOCTPAHCTBOTO, KAaKTO M 3a 3HAYEHHETO M IO OTHOLICHHWE Ha LSUIOCTHHUSA
KYJTYPHO-HCTOPUYECKH TPOLIEC.

Bropara nHayuyHa MoHorpadus, kosto € mpeactaBui a-p Iloprancku e
»J IWAUSA U TPBUKUAT CBIT — KYJITYPHO-UCTOPUYECKH BPB3KH U B3aUMOACUCTBHS
npe3 IppBaTa nosioBuHa Ha [-Bo xwi. mp. Xp.“ Kuurara npexncrasisiBa
3a0eNeKUTENHO U3CIeBaHe, C IPUHOC B OBJIrapckara HaydHa JMUTEpaTypa, 3a
UCTOpHUATA U KyJITypaTa Ha ApeBHa JIuaus, Ha oOUNIECTBOTO U MKOHOMMKATA W,
KaKTO ¥ Ha B3aUMOJICHCTBUETO U C IPBLUKUS CBAT. ThH KaTo Ta3u MOHOrpadus
BEUE € PELEH3UPaHa U OLICHEHA KaTO YCIICIIHO 3alMTEHA JOKTOPCKA TUCEPTALIUS,
TYK 1€ CU MO3BOJISI CaMO Jia ITocova, ue myOoauKyBaHeTo i mpe3 2025 roauHa mie
M03BOJIM HA 3HAYUTEITHO MO-TOJIIM OpOM M3Cie10BaTeNN Ha JpEeBHATA UCTOPUS U
KyJTypa Ha bankaHO-aHATOJIMICKUS PETHOH, A CE 3all03HAAT C UJCUTE B HESI U C
Hay4YHUTE U IIPUHOCH.

B mayuynwute cu ctynuu u crtatuu Ha O-p [loprancku usciensa pasnuyHu
poOJIeMHU OT UCTOPUSTA U KyJITypaTra Ha bankaHO-aHATOJUNCKHS PETMOH Mpe3
npeBHOCTTA. Hemaika yacT ca pe3yJiratr OT TEpeHHUTE IIPOYYBAHUSA Ha aBTOpa Ha
bankannte n B 3anmagHa AHATONMSA, ChC CHELUMAIIEH AKIIEHT BBPXY UCTOPHUATA U
KyJITypaTa Ha apeBHa Jluaus. B 3abenexxuTenHo royisMa rpyna CTyAMd U CTaTHH
ca u3cjenBaHu NpoOJeMUTe Ha KyJITypHaTa Judy3usi B IPpeBHOCTTA, CBbP3aHU C
KOpaOoIlJIaBaHETO U IpblLIKaTa KoJloHu3auus B Erelicko, Mpamopno, UepHo mope
U IPOJUBHUTE. 3acily’aBaT CIIELMAJIHO BHUMaHue cratuute Ha A-p llopranckwy,
CBBP3aHU C METAIWTHATa KyJTypa M KyJTOBaTa IMPUEMCTBEHOCT MPHU CKAIHUTE
CBETWJIMILIA, U3CIIEIBAHU OT aBTOpAa HA TEPUTOPUATA HA ballkaHO-aHATOJIUUCKHUS
peruoH. Bucoko ciensa aa ce OLEHAT NPUHOCUTE HA KaHAMJATa 3a JOLIEHT B
nyOJIUKALMUTE My, OTpa3siBallld pE3yJITaTUTE OT TEPEHHUTE MPOYyYBAHUSA Ha
TpakuiickaTa KyJATypa MO €relckoro M YEpHOMOPCKOTO KpaillOpexue OT
cbBpemeHHuTe Tepuropun Ha P. Typuust u P. I'bpuusa. Hamupam 3a ocobeno
3HAYMM MPUHOCHT Ha A-p lloprasicku B nBETE My M3CleIBaHUsA, NOCBETEHU Ha

»JlpaKOHOBHUTE KbIMH‘ OT ocTpoB EBOes m Ereiickoro kpaiiOpekue, KaTo



cnenuduaeH ¢GeHoMeH oT majneobaTKaHCKaTa METAIWTHA KyJlITypa W Karo
KJIACHYECKH MPUMEP 3a KyJToBa npueMmcrBeHocT. He mora na He orOenexa u
3a0enexuTeNIHaTa My CTYIusl, TIOCBETEHa Ha Mpupojo-reorpadckara cpena,
nemorpaduaTa U corpaaHaTa CTpykTypa Ha 3amagna Mana Asus u bankanure B
OPEBHOCTTA, KAKTO W TEOPETHYHOTO MY HU3CJIEIBaHE, MOCBETEHO HA TEPMHUHA
[Taneobankano-3amnaHoOaHATONMNHCKA OOIIHOCT.

HamppaMm XaOWIMTaMOHHMA TPYJ M OCTaHAIMTE HW3CIEIBAHUA,
NPEACTAaBEHU OT TJI. ac. I-p Anekcanabp lloprancku 3a peieBaHTHA Ha KOHKypca
U C IIPUHOCEH XapakTep.

Cunram aBTOCHpaBKaTa 3a IPUHOCUTE B U3CICABAHUATA HA KaHIHUATA 3a
JIOLICHT 3a KOPEKTHA U CbM CBIJIACEH C IOCOYECHUTE B HESI HAYYHU IIPUHOCH.

He ¢bM ycTaHOBWMII IUTarnaTcTBO B MPEIIOKEHNATE 3a KOHKYpPCa OT TJI. ac.
n-p Anexkcannbp [lopTajicku HayYHU U3CIEIBAHUS.

Pa3bupa ce, kbM u3cienBaHusATa Ha Kojerara Aisekcanabp [loprancku
MOTaT Jia c€ OTHPABAT U OENEKKU, U KPUTHKA, HO HE TOBA € Hal-BaxxHOTO. Haii-
BaKHOTO €, Y€ KaHAWJATHT 3a JOLEHT CE € CIPABWJI YCIICIIHO C €HA CIJIOXKHA,
MHOTOIJIACTOBA M MHTEPAUCUUIUIMHAPHA, TIO CBOSI XapaKTep, HaydHa MaTepHsl.

Nmaitku mpeaBu], BCUYKO TOPEU3I0KEHO, TJIACYBaM IOJOXHUTEIHO M
yOeneHo mpenjiaraMm Ha yBakaemMoTo HaydHo *Kypu Ja mpUCHAM HA . ac. JI-p
Anexkcannwsp CaBoB [loprancku HayuHoTO 3Banue ,,Jlonent B Hayuna oOnacr 2.
Xymanutapau Hayku, [IpodecuonanHo nampasinenue 2.2. Wcrtopus u

apxeosorus (Crapa ucropus).

[loamuc:

[Ipod. n.1. Bacun Mapkos
06.11.2025r.
bnaroesrpan



SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY "NEOFIT RILSKY™"

OPINION

by Prof. D.Sc. Vasil Markov, Southwest University "Neofit Rilsky", member of
the scientific jury, on the competition for the academic position of "Associate
Professor" in Professional field: 2.2. History and Archaeology (Ancient
History), announced by Southwest University "Neofit Rilsky", in the State
Gazette, issue 63/01.08.2025. Subject: the scientific, scientific-applied and
professional-academic activity and production presented by the participants in

the competition

The only participant in the announced competition for "associate professor"

Is Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Savov Portalski.
Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski graduated in history from
Sofia University "Kliment Ohridski" in 1995, with a specialization in Ancient
History, Paleobalkan Studies and Thracology. From 2008 to 2010 he was a
doctoral student in independent training at the South-West University "Neofit
Rilski". He holds a PhD in Ancient History and Thracology in Professional
Direction 2.2. History and Archaeology.

In 1999 he specialized in "Greek Language and Culture™ at the University
of Athens, Republic of Greece. In 2003 he specialized in "The Transition from
the Bronze to the Iron Age in Western Anatolia" at the University "Paris Lodron",
Salzburg, Republic of Austria.

In 2021, he completed the master's program "Numismatics. Expertise and
Evaluation of Cultural and Historical Values" at the Southwestern University

"Neofit Rilski" and holds the qualification "expert appraiser".



From 1995 to 2025, he was successively an assistant, senior assistant and
chief assistant at the Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski". At the
Southwestern University, chief assistant Dr. Alexander Portalski teaches the
subjects History of the Ancient World, Culture of Ancient Southeast Europe,
Culture of Ancient Greece, Lydia - the Unknown Empire of Asia Minor,
Thracology, Introduction to the Economy and Demography of the Ancient World,
etc. Under the Erasmus+ program, he lectures at Dokuz Eylul University in Izmir,
Turkey (2019), Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, Romania (2019), and Recep
Tayyip Erdogan University, Rize, Turkey (2022).

| know the colleague, Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski,
as an inspired and very successful field researcher of the ancient cultures in the
Balkan-Anatolian region, in his capacity as a member of the Research Center
"Southeastern Europe and Asia Minor - Center and Crossroads of Civilizations”,
as well as of the University Research Center for Ancient European and Eastern
Mediterranean Cultures at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

Dr. Portalski is fluent in English, Russian and German.

The candidate for associate professor, Schef Assistant Professor Dr.
Alexander Portalski, meets the National Minimum Requirements and the
minimum university requirements of the South-West University "Neofit Rilski"
for associate professor in Professional Field 2.2. History and Archaeology.

Schef Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski participated in the
competition for "associate professor” with a total of 31 scientific publications:
with a published habilitation thesis, a scientific monograph: "The Balkan-
Anatolian Community in Antiquity”, ProVias Publishing House, Sofia 2025,
ISBN 978-619-92562-7-5, as well as with another scientific monograph - "Lydia
and the Greek World - Cultural and Historical Connections and Interactions in the
First Half of the 1st Millennium BC", ProVias Publishing House, Sofia 2025,
ISBN 978-619-92562-6-8, which was published on the basis of his defended
doctoral dissertation.



The candidate also participated in the competition with 29 scientific studies
and articles published in Bulgarian, English, German and Russian. Of these, one
study and one article were published in refereed and indexed editions of SKOPUS,
and the rest were in non-refereed editions with scientific review.

The habilitation work of Schef Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski
"The Balkan-Anatolian Community in Antiquity" is structured in a prologue, 5
chapters, an epilogue and used literature. In the prologue, the author has set the
scientific significance of the research problem, marked the scientific research
through which he arrived at it, and has defined the main tasks facing the study.

In the first chapter, “In Search of Community,” the author has proposed an
analysis of the definition of the concept of “historical community.” He has defined
the cultural and historical significance of the concept of “Balkan-Anatolian
Community,” characterizing its scope in time and space, as well as its economic,
social, and cultural features. The second chapter is entitled “The Natural
Environment in the Balkan-Anatolian Community.” In it, Dr. Portalski has
analyzed the role of the natural factor in the formation and functioning of the
Balkan-Anatolian Community in antiquity. He has emphasized the diversity of
climatic zones in the studied region, as a prerequisite for the serious level of
development of trade in the studied region. In the same context, the three main
types of roads — sea, river, and land — as well as the means of transport associated
with them have been studied. The role of the natural and geographical factor in
the emergence and functioning of settlement life in the Balkan-Anatolian region,
including the demographic aspects of the problem, has also been analyzed. An
original contribution here is the author's analysis of the role of malaria in relation
to the topography and population density movements of ancient settlements in the
studied region.

The third chapter is dedicated to the “Economic Base of the Balkan-
Anatolian Community”. In it, the author examined the economic and social

function of the oikos in the polis and in the ethnic states of the Balkan-Anatolian



region, as the basis for the development of trade in antiquity here, and accordingly
the earliest appearance of coinage in this part of the Old World.

In the fourth chapter, “Alphabetical Writing — Another Phenomenon of the
Balkan-Anatolian Community”, Dr. Portalski examined the emergence of the
actual alphabets within the Balkan-Anatolian Community, with the leading role
of the Greek alphabet in terms of the creation of a common international language
In the studied region.

The fifth chapter is entitled “Faith in the Balkan-Anatolian Community”.
Here the author presented the common religious and mythological features in the
Balkan-Anatolian Community, related to the cult of the cosmic mountain, as a
universal mythological symbol, and the cult of the Great Mother Goddess.
Emphasis is placed on cult places, topos of faith, the processes related to their
transformation into architectural sanctuaries. | fully share the author's thesis that
the higher a sanctuary is, i.e. closer to the top of the cosmic mountain, the holier
it is. | also see a definitely contributing moment in the discussion of the origin of
burial mounds and their symbolism as a sacred hill, symbolizing and ensuring
immortality.

With the epilogue, the author has completed his monographic study,
summarizing the theses presented in the presentation.

The book has a remarkable bibliography on the researched issues,
containing more than 220 titles in Bulgarian, English, German and other
languages.

| find the main scientific contribution of Dr. Al. Portalski's habilitation
work in the well-argued and successful defense of his thesis on the economic,
socio-political and cultural specifics of the Balkan-Anatolian community in
antiquity, in his global view of the formation and existence of the community in
time and space, as well as its significance in relation to the overall cultural and

historical process.



The second scientific monograph presented by Dr. Portalski is "Lydia and
the Greek World - Cultural and Historical Connections and Interactions in the
First Half of the 1st Millennium BC." The book represents a remarkable study,
contributing to the Bulgarian scientific literature, on the history and culture of
ancient Lydia, on the society and economy, and on the interaction with the Greek
world. Since this monograph has already been reviewed and evaluated as a
successfully defended doctoral dissertation, | will only point out here that its
publication in 2025 will allow a significantly larger number of researchers of the
ancient history and culture of the Balkan-Anatolian region to become familiar
with the ideas in it and its scientific contributions.

In his scientific studies and articles, Dr. Portalski explores various problems
of the history and culture of the Balkan-Anatolian region in antiquity. A
significant part of them are the result of the author's field research in the Balkans
and Western Anatolia, with a special emphasis on the history and culture of
ancient Lydia. A remarkably large group of studies and articles examine the
problems of cultural diffusion in antiquity, related to shipping and Greek
colonization in the Aegean, Marmara, Black Seas and the straits. Special attention
is deserved by the articles of Dr. Portalski related to the megalithic culture and
cult continuity in the rock sanctuaries, studied by the author in the Balkan-
Anatolian region. The contributions of the candidate for associate professor in his
publications, reflecting the results of field research of the Thracian culture on the
Aegean and Black Sea coasts from the modern territories of the Republic of
Turkey and the Republic of Greece, should be highly appreciated. | find Dr.
Portalski's contribution to be particularly significant in his two studies dedicated
to the "Dragon Houses" from the island of Euboea and the Aegean coast, as a
specific phenomenon of the Paleobalkan megalithic culture and as a classic
example of cult continuity. | cannot fail to note his remarkable study dedicated to

the natural-geographical environment, demography and social structure of



Western Asia Minor and the Balkans in antiquity, as well as his theoretical study
dedicated to the term Paleobalkan-Western Anatolian community.

| find the habilitation thesis and the other research presented by Senior
Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski to be relevant to the competition and
of a contributing nature.

| consider the self-reference for the contributions in the research of the
candidate for associate professor to be correct and | agree with the scientific
contributions indicated in it.

| have not established plagiarism in the scientific researches proposed for
the competition by Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Portalski.

Of course, both comments and criticism can be made to the research of the
colleague Alexander Portalski, but this is not the most important thing. The most
important thing is that the candidate for associate professor has successfully dealt
with a complex, multi-layered and interdisciplinary, by its nature, scientific
matter.

Taking into account all of the above, | vote positively and | confidently
propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury to award Schef Assistant Professor Dr.
Alexander Savov Portalski the scientific title "Associate Professor” in Scientific
Area 2. Humanities, Professional Direction 2.2. History and Archaeology

(Ancient History).

Signature:
Prof. D.Sc. Vasil Markov
06.11.2025
Blagoevgrad



